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'Master1 tempest, weren't it/ he said 'And didn't it huily2
rain' Couldn't sleep for't * Then with a glance at my
companion 'How'd you sleep together^*

The lady's face flared crimson and even the later explana-
tion was a tricky business

A word too about pronunciation Words with the sound
of urd are pronounced ad A bird is a bad and heard, bad You
may test that knowledge on a true story of a certain farmer's
wife, who made considerable pretence of refinement, and
was highly unpopular in consequence The farmer had lent
a roller to flatten the cricket pitch and the Reverend called to
thank Kim but found him out

'Thank your husband, will you^' he said to the wife 'And
tell him it did the job splendidly '

'Yes, sir, I'll tell him,' she said And then with an unhappy
attempt to gild the lily 'I hear they made a good job of it
They tell me it's flat as a cow's-tad *

For the rest of our speech there are few difficulties An
American to whom I told a story in broad Norfolk insisted
that he had understood every word, for the speech differed
little from that of farming communities of English stock
I tried him with the shibboleth that every Norfolk man
knows

'D'yar father keep a dickey, bor?'

That had him at a loss but the test was hardly fair All it
asks, however, is if your father keeps a donkey I should
have puzded him in earnest if I had asked if he had sin a
mawther with a dwile moppin a swidge That's a girl with a
house-flannel mopping up a puddle

1 Tremendous             * Wholly    Pronounced to rhyme with fatly

